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The four seminars in the 2019 

Peacebuilding Seminar Series explore the 

challenges facing Australian families, and 

offer participants a range of opportunities 

for renewal.  

The initial seminar for 2019 was launched 

by Bill Pontikis the founder of Café Care and 

a former Councillor with the City of 

Monash. In his presentation titled “My 

Experience in Healing Families”, he provided an outline of his experiences while operating 

Café Care for over 20 years. He described his interactions with the clientele who were 

dealing with difficult conditions including drug and alcohol abuse, family violence and 

depression.  

During his presentation, Bill conducted an interview with Venesa where they discussed the 

various challenges she had experienced in her life. Addicted to drugs at the age of 12 years, 

Venesa explained how that addiction ultimately led her to prostitution and a gradual 

downfall. She observed that it was a lack of parental love that had led her to believe that 

she was worth nothing and therefore, she had sought fulfilment through drugs. Eventually, 

she was able to assure her audience that when in the depths of despair, she sought comfort 

from Christ, her life was completely transformed.  

 



The keynote address delivered by John Adamedes 

focussed on “Essential Values and Principles in Life”. 

An educator for over 25 years in the university and 

high school sector, John reflected on the moral and 

ethical challenges confronting people in today’s 

technological driven world and the difficulties in 

trying to live a principled life.  

His next presentation addressed the fundamental 

relationships that are formed and grounded within a 

family. As the family is a key social unit, he believed 

it is there, that one’s character is formed in an 

environment of shared love and care. The family unit, he emphasised is the key social unit 

upon which all other social units depend.       

 

Dr John Bellevance introduced the concepts behind a new family renewal initiative – the 

Extended Family Network (EFN). He explained that an EFN can be initiated anywhere in 

Australia when three families form a network to support each other. Through forming 

friendships and offering physical support to each other, families are enabled to become part 

of an ‘Extended Family Network’. The guiding principles of the network he acknowledged 

were mutual prosperity, interdependence and universally shared values.  

 

Interfaith, Intercultural Marriage Rededication 

During the Seminar, a marriage re-dedication ceremony was conducted to recognise the 

importance that marriage and family have on the wellbeing of individuals and nations 

regardless of people’s worldviews, faith, or national origins. 

 

   

 

From the left: Rev John Izvernariu bestowing a Christian blessing, Adel Gaballa sharing 

Muslim wisdom in regard to marriage and Ven. Bodhicitta, providing a Buddhist blessing.  

 



Ambassador for Peace Awards 

As part of the seminar, four community leaders were recognised for their contributions to 

the community by awarding each of them with an Ambassador for Peace Award. 

 

   

 

From left: Nizar Ashkar, Principal of Al Kamal Arabic School and Vice-President of the 

Unitarian Druze Community Victoria; Taniya K Jayasinghe, Vice-President South Asian 

Community Link Group, coordinator for Miss Africa Victoria Australia/ Miss Africa Australia, 

and Multicultural Community Ambassador GC2018 Commonwealth Games; Dr Moses G 

Adepoju, Founder/Chairperson of Care Africa International, Secretary of the Ethnic 

Communities Council of Victoria, Ambassador for White Ribbon Australia, and Founder/CEO 

Miss Africa Australia; and Jeffrey Lawrence Osayande, Director of the African Community 

Development Network of Australia and President of Pad An African Girl (PAAG) 


